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Summary

We studied the influence of a moderate homeopathically prepared thy-
roxine dilution (final concentration in the basin water 10-'3 parts by
weight) on the metamorphosis of lowland Rana temporaria which had
been hyperstimulated with thyroxine. Two groups of animals were pre-
treated by immersing them in a molecular thyroxine dilution (1078 parts
by weight). This pretreatment speeds up development, as is well known.
In accordance with the homeopathic/isopathic idea of detoxication or
cure, the same hormone was then diluted and agitated in successive
steps for further treatment. This homeopathically prepared dilution was
administered at 24-hour intervals to one of the groups. An analogously
prepared blank solution was used for the control group. Our hypothesis,
which was derived from earlier studies, was that animals treated with
the test solution would metamorphose more slowly than the control an-
imals, i.e. that the homeopathically prepared thyroxine would have a
‘curative’ effect. In this new series of experiments this hypothesis was
examined by 3 independent researchers. In the experiments carried out
by 2 of the 3 researchers the number of animals that reached the four-
legged stage at defined points in time was smaller in the group treated
with homeopathically prepared thyroxine. In the third laboratory no dif-
ference was found between the groups. However, the overall inhibiting
effect was statistically significant and more pronounced than in earlier,
less promising studies and in parallel experiments in which nonpres-
timulated animals had been used. Other studies carried out by the 3 re-
searchers involved animals from highland biotopes, where the natural
environment probably induces a greater sensitivity towards thyroxine or
higher thyroxine levels. These animals reacted to the homeopathically
prepared thyroxine with a slowing down of metamorphosis, even when
they had not been prestimulated with a molecular dose of the hormone.
This effect was observed in all 3 laboratories and is consistent with the
results of previous studies.
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Zusammenfassung

Wir untersuchten den Einfluss einer homoopathisch zubereiteten massi-
gen Thyroxinverdiinnung (Endkonzentration im Beckenwasser 1073 Ge-
wichtsteile) auf die Metamorphose von Rana temporaria aus einem Tief-
landbiotop, die mit Thyroxin hyperstimuliert worden waren. Zwei Grup-
pen von Tieren wurden zunachst durch Einbringen in eine molekulare
Thyroxinlésung (108 Gewichtsteile) vorbehandelt. Diese Vorbehandlung
beschleunigt bekanntermassen die Entwicklung. Der Idee der homoo-
pathischen/isopathischen Entgiftung bzw. Heilung gemass wurde genau
dieses Hormon fur die weitere Behandlung schrittweise verdunnt und
verschuttelt. Diese homoopathisch zubereitete Verdinnung wurde der
einen Gruppe in Abstanden von 24 h verabreicht. Fur die Kontrollgruppe
wurde analog zubereitetes Losungsmittel verwendet. Aus fruheren Stu-
dien liess sich die Hypothese ableiten, dass die mit der Testsubstanz be-
handelten Tiere langsamer als die Kontrolltiere metamorphosieren wur-
den, d.h. dass das homoopathisch zubereitete Thyroxin eine «kurative»
Wirkung habe. In diesen neuen Experimenten wurde diese Hypothese
nun von 3 voneinander unabhangigen Forschern untersucht. In den Ex-
perimenten von 2 der 3 Forscher verringerte sich die Anzahl von Tieren,
die zu definierten Zeitpunkten das Vierbeinstadium erreichten, unter
dem Einfluss der homoopathisch zubereiteten Thyroxinverdinnung. Im
dritten Labor wurde kein Unterschied zwischen den Gruppen gefunden.
Die gesamte Hemmwirkung war allerdings statistisch signifikant und
war deutlich starker ausgepragt als in fruheren, nicht vielversprechen-
den Studien und in parallelen Experimenten, in denen nicht vorstimu-
lierte Tiere verwendet wurden. In weiteren Studien, die von den 3 For-
schern durchgefuhrt wurden, wurden Tiere aus Hochlandbiotopen be-
obachtet, wo die naturlichen Gegebenheiten wahrscheinlich erhohte
Sensibilitdat gegeniber Thyroxin oder einen erhohten Thyroxinspiegel
bedingen. Diese Tiere reagierten auf das homoopathisch zubereitete
Thyroxin mit einer Metamorphoseverlangsamung, auch wenn sie nicht
mit der molekularen Hormondosis vorstimuliert waren. Dies wurde in
allen 3 Labors beobachtet und steht mit den Ergebnissen fruherer Stu-
dien in Einklang.
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Introduction

Research on the basis of homeopathy seems to be both possi-
ble and necessary [1, 2]. One of the bases of homeopathic tox-
icology 1s research on the inversion effects of specially pre-
pared dilutions [3]. In this approach organisms are first treat-
ed with a high dose of a toxin and then with a step-by-step di-
luted and agitated solution of the same toxin. Significant
curative effects have been observed, e.g. that of highly diluted
Cd on Cd-intoxicated frog spawn [4].

Our type of studies is in some respects analogous to this, even
though our experimental animals are not necessarily pretreat-
ed (‘intoxicated’). In a first set of studies, we used frog larvae
from a highland population during metamorphosis, when the
animals’ thyroxine level is comparatively high [5]. In experi-
ments performed in Graz and Vienna, Austria, and Utrecht,
Netherlands, it was found that a homeopathically prepared di-
lution of thyroxine (1073° parts by weight) diminished the
speed of metamorphosis [6, 7] and the intensity of climbing
activity [8] in Rana temporaria frogs from 1,600 m above sea
level. The highland environment presumably favors greater
sensitivity towards thyroxine or comparatively high thyroxine
levels in amphibia [9].

On the other hand, in preliminary experiments, no inhibition
of metamorphosis was observed when the same dilution was
administered to animals from lowland biotopes (100 — 300 m
above sea level). This led us to experiment with lower dilu-
tions of thyroxine (107,107, and 107® parts by weight, respec-
tively, final concentration in the basin water 1011, 1012, and
10-13). The results obtained by the researchers from Graz, Vi-
enna, and Tiibingen with this variant were varied and no over-
all effect of the treatment was found [10 pp 166ff, 11].

Then, one researcher from Tiibingen (C.H.) conducted an
experiment at the Zoological Institute of Graz University, in
which frog larvae from a lowland biotope were immersed in
a thyroxine solution 10~® (which, when administered alone,
has a stimulating effect) and then treated with stepwise dilut-
ed and agitated thyroxine 10~® parts by weight (diluted by
the basin water to 1071%). Whereas simple immersion in the
original solution had a stimulating effect, subsequent admin-
istration of the low potency of thyroxine led to a significant
slowing of the metamorphosis of pretreated animals [12].
The study presented here is a repetition of this experiment.
Carried out by 3 independent researchers (C.Z., W.S., H.L.,
see list of authors), the study was aimed at exploring the idea
that the treatment of larvae during thyroxine-controlled
metamorphosis may in a certain sense correspond to the con-
cept underlying intoxication/detoxication experiments. A
further goal, motivated by the limited availability of highland
animals, was to find and standardize a robust experimental
set-up for research on potentiated thyroxine involving the
use of lowland animals. Unfortunately, this was only partially
successful.
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Material and Methods

Laboratories, Researchers, and Blinding

The experiments were carried out by W.S., C.Z., and H.L. All experiments
were performed blindly. Each of the laboratories had its own indepen-
dent authority responsible for the blinding procedure. The same blinding
method was used 1n each center. Substances were prepared in pairs each
consisting of one test and one control solution. Those used for pretreat-
ment are described below, while those used for the treatment itself con-
sisted of homeopathically prepared dilutions of thyroxine (test solution)
or solvent (control solution). All substances were prepared in glass vials
identifiable by the plain text designation on the pull-off label. Blinding
was only performed within pairs, since it was necessary for the performing
researcher to know which agent to use for pretreatment and which for
the treatment itself. All solutions were left in their glass vials to avoid any
extraneous influences through decanting. The plain text labels were then
removed by the blinding authority and replaced with labels bearing en-
coded designations. The code was not made known until after the presen-
tation of the results. For reasons of laboratory convenience (danger of
cross-contamination due to intricate handling) we abstained from using
more than one vial per substance, all the more as the primary purpose of
the study was to optimize the already existing model by means of the
above-described pretreatment, while leaving everything else unchanged.
The project was organized by P.C.E.

Animals, Staging, Water, and Further Laboratory Conditions

Rana temporaria larvae were taken from lowland pools approximately
300 m above sea level, Styria, Austria. The starting stage was defined as
the point at which the hindlegs of the 2-legged tadpoles are straddled such
that one can only just see through the triangle formed by thigh, shank,
and tail. This point of development occurs during Gosner’s stage 31 [13].
The tadpoles were observed until the forelegs, which are preformed under
the skin, broke through and the animals had thus entered the 4-legged
stage. After a development time of 2-10 days, the forelegs break through
almost instantaneously. Thus, this parameter seems adequate for defining
the final stage. In previous experiments with W.S. different authorities
from the Zoology Institute of Graz University as well as from the Envi-
ronmental Agency of the County of Styria had carried out parallel counts
to assess the counting method for reliability and obtained identical re-
sults. For the same purpose C.Z documented some of her counting results
photographically.

Basins contained 6 | of water each. W.S. and C.Z. used dwell water and
H.L. used tap water. Water samples from W.S.’s and H.L.’s sources were
analyzed by the Institute of Hygienics and the Institute of Endocrinology
of Graz University prior to the experiment. No pollutants such as heavy
metals or chlorine and no iodine were found.

Twenty animals were allotted to each of a total of 60 white plastic basins
according to a random procedure. This was done in the same way in each
of the centers: 20 basins were used in each laboratory. One by one, 20 an-
imals were fished out of the main tub and distributed over the basins so
that there was one in each. This was repeated 20 times. The purpose of
this procedure was to ensure that the animals were distributed homoge-
nously in terms of their level of activity and swimming behavior in the
main tub. The experimental design was the same at each center, involving
a total of 20 basins with 5 basins for each of 4 different treatment groups.
The basins were arranged in 5 rows of 4, each row containing 2 basins
from each treatment group. The spatial arrangement of treatment groups
within the rows rotated from one row to the next, i.e. basins with identical
treatment groups were arranged in diagonals; this arrangement was left
unchanged throughout the experiment to avoid the danger of cross-conta-
mination through splashing. Indirect natural light was used. Room tem-
perature was 20 + 1 °C. The tadpoles were fed with blanched greens (let-
tuce) ad libitum.
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